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It didn't take long for Colin J. O'Malley to begin winning impressive verdicts after he'd

earned his law degree from DePaul University.

In his first three years as a trial lawyer at Goldberg Weisman Cairo, he obtained $8.9
million in verdicts for the firm’s injured clients. In the years since, O'Malley has won
other big verdicts and settlements, including $10.75 million in Tuff v. Chicago Drum.

O'Malley, 37, a partner at Goldberg Weisman Cairo, is a member of the Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, a prestigious national group. 

"Colin's career is dedicated to helping people who are injured due to the fault of
another," says John P. Kolb of Kolb Law Offices.

Lawyers who have seen O'Malley in action say he has the ability to sift through a lot of
information to figure out what to tell the jury.

"He found a believable story to tell a jury in mountains of discovery stretching back
over 50 years," says one opposing counsel, who requested anonymity. "In the end,
Colin achieved a very good result for clients that very well may have recovered nothing."

Achieving those kinds of results takes a lot of preparation. Other lawyers say it's always
obvious that O'Malley has done his homework.

"I truly find him to be one of the most prepared lawyers I have seen in any type of
case," says Kevin P. Durkin of Clifford Law Offices. 

"Colin has a very unassuming yet thorough approach to building evidence and
testimony for each case during its pretrial phase," Kolb says. "His adversaries most
often succumb to his well-constructed body of evidence, and settle most cases under
Colin's terms."

O'Malley is also noted for getting important answers out of witnesses during cross-
examinations and depositions.

"He clearly also has exceptional skills in questioning witnesses," Durkin says. "He is
tenacious but polite."

Andrew Seiber of Smith Amundsen praised O'Malley's "tough cross examinations that
secure harmful admissions to opposing parties." Seiber also says O'Malley "shows no
reluctance to take a strong position against overwhelming odds."

But even though O'Malley is a strong advocate for his clients in the courtroom, he is
also known for treating his legal adversaries with courtesy and respect. "He can be
counted on to prosecute his cases quite aggressively, but without any degree of
incivility," says William J. Furey of Cassiday Schade. "Colin can be fairly 'accused' of
being a gentleman."

Another lawyer at Cassiday Schade, Patricia J. Hogan, says: "Colin is someone with
whom you can reach an agreement and formulate a plan of action that is fair to all
parties without having to put it in writing. He is a man of his word."

O'Malley first worked at Goldberg Weisman Cairo as a law clerk while he was attending
DePaul University College of Law. He joined the firm as an associate in 1999 and
became a partner in 2008. 

As a personal injury lawyer, O'Malley has represented clients who suffered traumatic
brain injury, paralysis, amputations and death. He has successfully tried cases
involving construction negligence, product liability, trucking accidents, toxic tort and
dog attacks. 

O’Malley, who grew up in Kansas City, is an active member of the American
Association of Justice, the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association, the Chicago Bar
Association, and the Irish American Labor Council.

"Colin has excellent legal skills and plies his craft with a scalpel," says Brian P. O'Neill
of Haynes, Studnicka, Kahan, O'Neill & Poulakidas. "Colin clearly recognizes that there
is an art to the practice of law."

Another lawyer who has been O'Malley's adversary in court, said there's little doubt
that O'Malley deserves a spot in "40 Under 40."

"I have been an active trial lawyer for 38 years and have encountered very, very few
young trial lawyers with the combination of poise, presence and passion possessed by
Mr. O'Malley," the attorney says.
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