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Bus-pedestrian accident brings $8.8M head injury settlement
BY PATMILHIZER

Law Bulletin staff writer

A 44-year-old man who
suffered head injuries when a
school bus struck him received
$8.8 million to settle his lawsuit
this week.
After Leonardo Elias survived

the accident at Austin and
Diversey avenues in April 2009,
his estate sued Alltown Bus
Service Inc. and the driver in
Cook County Circuit Court.
Elias finished walking his two

children to school and crossed
the intersection on a green light
when the bus made a left turn
and hit him, causing head
injuries.
Elias underwent emergency

brain surgery and suffered respi-
ratory failure. After laying in a
coma for 10 days and staying in
the hospital for three months, he
attended a six-month outpatient
rehabilitation program.
The rehabilitation center

discharged him with instructions
that he could live independently
and unsupervised in a familiar
environment such as his home or
neighborhood.
The most contentious issue in

the case involved whether Elias

needed a caregiver.
Elias contended that he

suffered a disabling injury
despite the fact that he could talk
and walk without help. He
argued that he couldn’t return to
his job as a foreman of a land-
scaping company, where he read
blueprints and operated
machines.
Elias claimed medical bills of

$560,000, but no future medical
expenses.
He estimated past and future

wage losses to run between
$800,000 and $900,000. Finally,
he requested $3 million to $4
million for the caregiver.
The bus company admitted

liability but disputed the extent
of the disability and the need for
a caregiver. The parties
scheduled a trial on damages for
next month.
But they participated in a

mediation session with Joseph N.
Casciato of ADR Systems of
America. They reached the
settlement Monday after an all-
day mediation.
Lawrence T. Ruder and Louis

C. Cairo of Goldberg, Weisman &
Cairo Ltd. represented Elias.
Ruder said his primary

concern during the case was to

ensure that Elias, his wife and
children could live in “safety,
security and dignity for the rest
of their lives.”
“What struck us was that this

man lived the classic American
dream,” Ruder said. “He came
here. He immediately became
legalized. He was a lawful
permanent resident for the last
25 years and was always
employed, always paid his 
taxes. He lived the typical
American’s life — faith, family
and work.

“And this unfortunate incident
was not his fault but changed his
life in every aspect. We felt a real
responsibility to him and his
family.”
Kathleen M. McDonough and

Brian H. Eldridge of Segal,
McCambridge, Singer &
Mahoney Ltd. represented the
bus company and its insurance
carriers. Eldridge declined to
comment.
The case is Martha Elias, etc. v.

Alltown Bus Service Inc. et al. 09 L
5120.
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