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In Circuit Court 

 
 A Cook County judge has approved a $1.25 million settlement of a wrongful-death 
lawsuit filed in December by the family of a U.S. Postal Service employee who died late last 
year after he was struck by a sport utility vehicle while he was attempting to walk across a 
Chicago street, according to the family’s attorney.   
 At around 10:30 p.m. on November 6, 2009, Stephen C. Fleming, 49, was on a sidewalk 
of W. Harrison Street, heading to work as a mail sorter at the postal service facility at 433 W. 
Harrison St., when he reached the intersection of Harrison and Financial Place and proceeded to 
enter the street in the crosswalk, with the “Walk” symbol illuminated in his direction, said 
Lawrence T. Ruder of Goldberg, Weisman & Cairo Ltd., who represented Fleming’s estate.  
Fleming was struck by an SUV driven by Jay Surati, 21, who was making a right turn on a red 
traffic signal to proceed east onto Harrison Street, Ruder said.  Fleming, who was survived by his 
mother, father, a sister and a brother, was rendered unconscious at the scene of the accident and 
remained in a coma until his death 11 days later at an area hospital.   
 The plaintiff’s attorney said a mini-documentary of Fleming’s life was produced, telling 
“a compelling and heartbreaking story that obviously had significant impact on the insurance 
carrier.”  Ruder said his firm also uncovered an eyewitness to the accident, a fellow postal 
worker who had not been interviewed by Chicago police investigating the incident. 
 Joseph J. Wilson of Maisel & Associates, who represented the defendant, said the 
defense disputed the validity of the witness, as well as the plaintiff’s version of the accident.  
“However, because the litigation was taking a tremendous toll on the defendant and his family, 
all parties agreed it was in the best interest to seek a resolution.” 
 Cook County Associate Judge Randye A. Kogan dismissed the case on May 13.  Estate 

of Stephen C. Fleming v. Jay Surati, No. 09 L 14631.  
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